Battle Royale 
by Koushun Takami

Discussion Post #1 
· ONLY over chapters 1-13
· 150+ words
· Must end with a discussion question
What do you learn about the society in which Battle Royale happens? Reviewing the characteristics of dystopian fiction: it is set in the future, it must be set in a recognizable Earth, it demonstrates class or tribal distinctions, technologies are often used to provide surveillance, it may be post-apocalyptic which characteristics are present? How does the novel make distinct characters of the school children? What role does randomness play in the plot, if any? 

Discussion Post #2
· JUST CREATE A DISCUSSION QUESTION ONLY
What are you discovering about the backgrounds of the students that may explain the choices they are making in the game? How is Takami creating believable characters? How is he creating suspense? 

Discussion Post #3
· 150+ words
· Must end with a discussion question
Take a male character from Battle Royale and discuss him as a stereotype and archetype. Why might Takami be using stereotypes and archetypes in his story? 

Discussion Post #4
· ONLY over chapters 45-59
· 150+ words
· Must end with a discussion question
As you consider chapters 45-59 in Battle Royale, what has happened that is what you expected to happen? What has surprised you in the actions of this part of the novel? How does this part of the novel contribute to the overall theme of the work? Pose a question to your peers.

Discussion Post #5
· 150+ words
· Include a discussion question if able
What makes Battle Royale a dystopian novel, rather than only a horror novel? Explain the characteristics of a dystopian novel and show how they are present or absent from Battle Royale. Is there anything in the novel that identifies to you as Japanese rather than American in its plot or characterizations? Takami finished the novel during 1996. In 1995, the cult of Aum Shinrikyo, carried out an attack in the Tokyo subway that injured 6,000 people and killed 12. There was a bomb attack on the new Tokyo airport. A man hijacked an airplane to demand the release of the leader of Aum Shinrikyo. Coincidentally, the novel is published in 1999, the year of the Columbine shooting. How might these events or others have influenced the novel? What does the novel say about the larger social concerns of the late twentieth century?
